Inspection of Noah's Ark Community
Nursery
Little Oaks Children's Centre, Pelter Street, London E2 7PE

Inspection date:

22 January 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Excellent settling-in procedures support children to feel secure when they first
attend the setting and when they move between rooms. Children are very happy at
the setting. They have secure relationships with the kind and caring staff, who are
responsive to the children's individual needs. Staff take time to explain to children
why some behaviour might upset others, and help them to develop a secure sense
of right from wrong. Children receive specific praise for their achievements. This
supports them to know exactly what they have done well and helps raise their selfesteem. Children are motivated and confident to initiate activities and test their
skills. They have very positive attitudes towards learning and like to try new
experiences. Children have the confidence and skills needed for their next step in
learning, including the eventual move to school. A strong focus on communication
and language is evident throughout the setting. Babies make sounds, babble and
utter first words with great confidence. Older children engage in conversations and
discuss ideas expertly. Children develop exceptional language and communication
skills as they take part in small-group activities. For example, children used rich
vocabulary such as 'delectable' and 'tangy' to describe the food they tasted.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The setting is exceptionally well managed and led. The manager shows
dedication and commitment to providing high-quality care and education for
children. The manager accurately evaluates the setting's practice. There is a
strong focus on professional development for the whole staff team, targeted
towards the children's needs. This contributes strongly to sustaining the highly
effective provision.
n The manager supports staff in a variety of ways and they feel highly valued.
Staff comment that their workload is manageable and their morale is high. They
are delighted and enthusiastic to share their views about all aspects of teaching.
Staff speak with pride about the achievements of their key children.
n The teaching of early literacy skills is very effective. For instance, children
immerse themselves in storytelling by acting out familiar stories. A love of
reading is promoted from a young age. Babies enjoy looking at pictures and
board books. Toddlers select their favourite books, turn the pages carefully and
point to the pictures. All children can take books home to share with their family.
n Children have ample opportunities to enjoy fresh air in the garden and to
develop their physical skills. Younger children climb apparatus, while older
children ride scooters at speed. In addition, they benefit from organised sports
activities with a dedicated coach, and yoga sessions.
n Staff implement the early years foundation stage curriculum consistently across
all areas of learning. They skilfully adapt activities, making excellent use of
children's interests to promote their learning. Staff interactions are excellent and
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successfully build on what children already know and can do. For example, older
children displayed high levels of perseverance and confidence as they used
knives to chop avocados and pineapples. Staff then challenged them to say how
many parts they had after cutting the fruit in halves and quarters.
Staff get to know children and their families exceptionally well through the
effective key-person system. Assessments of children's learning are timely,
accurate and precise.
Staff seek and value children's views. For instance, children are involved in the
planning process to ensure activities are based on their interests.
Partnerships with parents are excellent. Staff use various ways to communicate
with parents, including giving them daily feedback and accessing their child's
online journal. This helps to ensure parents are fully included in their children's
learning and can continue to promote this at home. Parents provide extremely
positive feedback about the care and education their children receive. One
typical comment was 'I could not have picked a better nursery'.
Staff provide an extensive range of experiences that significantly broaden
children's understanding of the world around them. For example, staff take
children to visit older people in a local day care centre. Children also enjoy
outings to city farms and 'street art walks'.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff consistently implement the provider's rigorous policies, procedures and risk
assessments. They support children's health, safety and well-being effectively. Staff
receive regular safeguarding training and know how to deal with concerns about
children's welfare. They are very familiar with the whistle-blowing policy and
procedures for reporting allegations. Staff have a sound understanding of signs
which may indicate that a child is at risk of harm, including exposure to extremist
views. The manager follows thorough recruitment processes to appoint new staff.
This ensures that staff are suitable and have the necessary skills to fulfil their roles.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY433346

Local authority

Tower Hamlets

Inspection number

10138235

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0 to 3

Total number of places

50

Number of children on roll

60

Name of registered person

The London Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique
reference number

RP901332

Telephone number

020 7739 2317

Date of previous inspection

13 November 2015

Information about this early years setting
Noah's Ark Community Nursery registered in 2011. It is based in the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets. The setting is open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
for 51 weeks of the year. The setting is in receipt of funding for the provision of
free early education to children aged two. All staff hold appropriate childcare
qualifications from level 3 to level 6.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Damiana Cornacchia

Inspection activities
n The inspector observed activities indoors and outdoors and evaluated the quality
of teaching and its impact on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of practice.
n The inspector went on a learning walk across all areas of the setting with the
manager and discussed how the provision and curriculum are organised.
n A joint observation of practice was conducted by the inspector along with the
manager.
n The inspector held meetings with the manager and spoke to children, parents
and staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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